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Justin Chadwick (23 January 2009)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: “What Washington needs is adult supervision” Barack Obama
BACTROCERA INVADENS
A few months back media articles highlighted the unfair treatment by South African authorities who prohibited the movement of certain fresh produce from Kenya to South Africa. The same complaints were made by Mozambique. A Federal Quarantine Order issued by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services (APHIS) should be evidence that the steps taken by the South African government were based on good phytosanitary principles. The maintenance of these import restrictions is in  the interest of all those who export fresh produce from South Africa to the United States (and surely other countries will follow suite). The USA Federal Quarantine Order restricts the movement of certain fruits and vegetables from 3 Asian and 27 African countries – including Kenya, Zambia, Mozambique and Namibia. The reason – a new fruit fly by the name of Bactrocera Invadens – reportedly introduced to Africa from Sri Lanka, and now spread far and wide on the continent. The CGA and CRI have been aware of the threat posed by this new pest for some time, and have asked government to do all in its power to prevent the spread southwards. In addition, the CGA/CRI has partnered with other fruit sectors in stockpiling chemicals (a budget of R1.7 million has been set aside) and getting a plan together to combat any point incursions of the new pest. Considerable research is being done (in collaboration with research institutes in Kenya and Benin) on mitigation treatments and control measures. The insect was first recorded in East Africa in 2003, and since then has followed the transport routes in central Africa, and gradually migrated north and south from there. This is the biggest threat to South Africa’s fruit industry biosecurity for some time, and growers are asked to be vigilant in looking out for the pest. We are fortunate to have on CRI staff one of the experts on this pest (Aruna Manrakhan), and she is working closely with Department of Agriculture and growers in the border regions on research, surveillance and planning. More detail is available from CRI and CGA.
CGA ROADSHOWS
Every year CGA staff gets out into the regions to share the work program, budget and other information for the forthcoming year. This year’s meetings will focus on the strategies for the next few years – we will share with you the CGA Board and staff’s vision of what the key competitive issues will be in the short to medium term, how CGA plans to position growers to remain globally competitive, and to hear from growers what they believe will shape the citrus world over the near future.
The first meeting is next week in the Northern Cape – where CGA welcomes its newest region. At the CGA AGM in 2008 it was decided to add the Northern Cape region near Upington (still to be formally named) as a separate CGA region with a seat on the CGA Board. Until now this region had been represented by  the Vaalharts region - given the distance from Vaalharts, and the expansion of citrus in the upper Orange River area it was decided to expand the CGA regions to eighteen. The meeting will take place at the Kalahari Gateway Hotel in Kakemas at 19h00 – the CGA Chairman (Hoppie Nel) will accompany me to the meeting.
The other regions meetings will take place early in March. Although formal notices of the final time and venue will go out in due course, growers are asked to pencil the following dates into their diaries. Paul Hardman, Jacomien de Klerk and Vaughan Hattingh will visit Marble Hall (10/3 @ 14h00), Hoedspruit (11/3 @ 09h00), Letsitele (11/3 @ 14h30), Tshipise (12/3 @ 15h00), Boland (18/3 @ 08h30), Citrusdal (18/3 @ 14h00) and Hartswater (19/3 @ 14h00).

I will be with Hannes Bester or Hennie Le Roux at Nkwalini (3/3 @ 15h00), Richmond (4/3 @ 10h00), Patensie (10/3 @ 09h30), Sundays River (10/3 @ 15h00), Kat River (11/3 @ 10h00), Pongola (16/3 @ 14h00), Swaziland (17/3 @ 10h00), Nelspruit (18/3 @ 10h00) and Malelane (18/3 @ 15h00). 

PLEASE PUT THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY AND HEAR HOW YOUR LEVY IS BEING SPENT.
CBS OPINION FROM EUROPEAN FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY (EFSA)
In 2000 South Africa lodged a Pest Risk Assessment (PRA) proving that Citrus Black Spot (CBS) does not pose a threat to the European Union’s citrus production. Early last year the EU Standing Committee on Plant Health asked EFSA to consider the PRA and report. EFSA have circulated their report – and in essence it indicates that they believe that CBS does pose a threat to Europe and that they do not agree with the SA position. We will now get the CBS experts to consider the scientific basis of the EFSA opinion.  If material differences persist, SA will have to consider taking the matter to the International Plant Protection Convention for mediation.

YOUR LEVY WORKING FOR YOU – GROWER LEVIES ARE USED TO FUND THE ACTIVITIES OF CGA,
CRI AND THE CITRUS ACADEMY[image: image2.png]A
















