
                                            
 

 

 
 

 
Logistics during the FIFA World CupTM 2010 

 

The FIFA World Cup TM soccer event takes place this winter and matches are scheduled from 

Friday 11th of June until Sunday 11th July, but it is anticipated that tourists will arrive two weeks 

ahead of time and remain in South Africa at least two weeks after the final game.  

 

This means that a high number of tourists will be arriving and travelling on the roads within and 

around South African borders, between host cities and tourist hotspots in June and July. The event 

will be hosted during the peak citrus season months and the chances are that disruptions are going 

to impact the exporting of citrus to an extent during this time.  

 

The World Cup is approximately 15 times bigger than the 1995 Rugby World Cup. The media 

contingent that will attend is estimated at 30 000. Business travel is disrupted purely due to the 

volume of supporters. Indications are that approximately 220 000 long haul visitors will attend, 180 

000 visitors from Africa and an average of 150 000 local supporters. On any match day it is 

envisaged that 200 000 travellers will need to use a travel commodity i.e. flight or road / rail 

transportation to and from each event hosted at stadiums and fan parks across the country. 

 

Important dates: 

·  Media groups arrive 25th April and depart 2 weeks after the Final. 

·  FIFA Family arrives around 1st of May until 2 weeks after the Final. 

·  Teams arrive around 3rd of May. 

·  Schools close 9th June and re-open 13th July. 

 

The host cities are Polokwane, Nelspruit, Tshwane, Johannesburg, Rustenburg, Bloemfontein, 

Durban, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town.  

 

A primary concern for our industry is host cities where logistics and infrastructure demands may be 

interrupted during the event. This implies that the supply of production materials and the product 

flow from pack house to cold store facilities, fruit terminals and container terminals may be 

interrupted as a result of extensive road usage during this period. However, the passenger ships, 

planned to berth and travel between Durban, Cape To wn and Port Elizabeth have been 

cancelled for the event and there won’t be any disr uptions due to transport of cruise liner 

passengers within the various ports. 
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In terms of the direct impact of the FIFA World Cup ™, production areas, transport corridors and 

infrastructure located in the near vicinity of host cities and tourist hotspots will be mostly impacted 

by the increase in traffic within these areas.  

Production areas located on the main transport corridors where a higher volume of traffic is 

expected are areas where production exists within tourist hotspots.  

1. Areas in Limpopo and Mpumalanga provinces located on the N4, R40 and R71 corridors 

linking Johannesburg, Polokwane and Nelspruit to the Kruger National Park and Blyde 

Canyon areas. 

2. Production areas where trucks are routed through the Swaziland border on the N2 

southwards past the King Shaka Int. airport to Durban. 

3. Production areas where trucks are routed along the R335 and N2 south bound to Port 

Elizabeth linking PE to Addo Elephant Park and Grahamstown. 

4. Production areas where trucks are routed along the N1 and N7 towards Cape Town.  

 

The port host cities of Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and Durban are expected to impact the exporting 

of citrus. 
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Overview 

 

Due to road closures and security arrangements, special conditions will be in place for freight 

movements during the 2010 FIFA World Cup™. Roads will be closed from a minimum of 4 hours 

before the scheduled kick-off time (this could be longer where security considerations apply), until 

about 4 hours after the final whistle. Road closures will either be “partial” – access only for vehicles 

with the necessary security clearance and accreditation – or “full” - reserved for pedestrian 

movement with no vehicles allowed.  

  

Road closures and the high volume of event traffic, including pedestrians, will lead to congestion 

across the entire city centre, extending into the Green Point and Sea Point areas. While no special 

restrictions will be placed on general freight movement during the World Cup™, businesses and the 

logistics industry are advised to schedule goods delivery or collection taking into account the 

anticipated congestion. 

  

Darling Street between Adderley and Buitenkant Streets together with the side roads giving access 

to it will be closed for the duration of the event to facilitate the activities associated with the 2010 

FIFA Fan Fest™ at the Grand Parade on every day of the event. This may cause significant 

congestion in the areas surrounding the Parade for the duration of the event.  

 

Road closures will have the highest impact on Monday 21 June 2010, when the match in Cape 

Town kicks off at 13h30, and road closures take effect during the morning peak period. On 

weekdays where matches start at 20h30, the evening peak period will be affected by road closures. 

 

Traffic will be managed to ensure that the impact of additional flows during the event, especially on 

match days, is limited 



FIFA 2010 World Cup™ Match Schedules: Cape Town 

Date Time     

11 June 20:30  Uruguay  France 

14 June 20:30  Italy  Paraguay 

18 June 20:30  England  Algeria 

21 June 13:30  Portugal  Korea DPR 

24 June 20:30  Cameroon  Netherlands 

29 June 20:30  1H  2G 

03 July 16:00  2  4 

06 July 20:30  A  C 
 

 

Road Closures 

 

Extensive road closures will apply in central 

Cape Town on match days. Roads that will be 

closed to the general public, including freight 

and delivery vehicles, are shown in Map A 

and Map B, and include: 

·  Ebenezer Road between Port Road and 

Prestwich Street  

·  Hertzog Boulevard  

·  Heerengracht and Adderley Street 

between Coen Steytler and Strand Street  

·  Hans Strijdom Avenue  

·  Western Boulevard up to Beach Road in Three Anchor Bay  

·  Sections of Waterkant and Riebeeck Street  

·  Somerset Road from Buitengragt to Ebenezer Road. One carriageway from Ebenezer Road to 

York Road will be closed with two-way traffic in the southern carriage way for residents’ access 

·  Sections of Bree, Long and Loop Street around Waterkant Street  

·  Beach Road from Fritz Sonnenberg Road to Haul Road will be open for two-way traffic on the 

seaward carriageway. The mountain side carriageway will be open to accredited vehicles only. 

·  Beach Road from Haul to Portswood Road will be open for one-way traffic towards the CBD. 

 



Port Access: 

 
The port will be accessible 

throughout the event. 

However, operators should 

note the following: 

·  Access to the port 

through Dock Road will 

be restricted by the 

congestion and access 

control at the V&A 

Waterfront.  

·  Heerengracht entrance 

to the port will remain 

open. 

·  Oswald Pirow access to the port, along Table Bay Boulevard (N1) will be affected by inflow 

of traffic related to the event. 

·  Duncan Road will not be open to general traffic , however spectators and passenger liners 

will be transported on this section by Shuttle buses and coaches.  

·  Marine Drive access to the port will be open but will be affected by higher than normal traffic 

flows 

·  Freight vehicles should enter the port via Marine D rive access and exit via Oswald 

Pirow access .  

·  Operators who normally access the port via the N2 are advised to divert to the N1 earlier 

and make use of Marine Drive. 

 

Fan Parks in Cape Town (public viewing during matches): 

·  Athlone Stadium 

·  Grand Parade  

·  Bellville Velodrome  

 

Cape Town training facilities: 

·  Newlands Rugby Ground 

·  UWC Soccer Field 

·  Stellenbosch Rugby Ground 

·  UCT Rugby Ground 

·  Bellville Rugby Ground 

·  Athlone Stadium 
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Overview 

The eThekwini Municipality has developed a world-class transport operating system for the 2010 

FIFA World Cup that will get fans to the games easily and efficiently and provide safe access to all 

the main attractions of the City, such as the beachfront and Official FIFA Fan Fest. The system also 

takes into account the needs of fans travelling into the City from further afield. 

During the World Cup there will be several road closures in and around 2010 extension zones, such 

as the Moses Mabhida Stadium, where parking will be restricted to FIFA, VVIPs, VIPs, match 

officials and others. These are unavoidable for any mega event. At the same time, to cut down on 

congestion and pollution – and to make getting around easier – the City would like to see the use of 

private transportation cut to a minimum and encourage fans to walk to and from the stadium and 

other areas, such as the beachfront. Certainly, the distances involved make this a feasible 

alternative to using private transportation, as most of the World Cup attractions are within walking 

distance of each other. The City has risen to the challenge with a hub-and-spoke concept 

incorporating special shuttle services. This will cut down on congestion and enable users to enjoy 

the day without worrying about finding parking or sitting in traffic jams. The primary part of the 

transport operational plan will be the Park & Ride System.  There are three main Park & Ride nodes 

– Gateway Shopping Centre in the north – utilizing the M4 south bound to Durban; Pavilion 

Shopping Centre in the west – utilizing the N3 to Durban via Old Fort Road; and the new Galleria 

Shopping centre in the south – utilizing the N2 and M4 North bound via Victoria Embankment. From 

here, a shuttle bus will take fans to the Centrum Site (adjacent to the Workshop Shopping Centre) in 

the city. The Centrum will be the hub of the transport system and will be well-managed to ensure 

the system operates at maximum efficiency and users receive whatever assistance they might need 

in reaching their next destination. 



FIFA 2010 World Cup™ Match Schedules: Durban 

Match date  Kick-off time  Match number  Groups playing  

13th June 2010 [Sunday] 8:30pm 7 Germany vs Australia 

16th June 2010 [Wednesday] 4:00pm 16 Spain vs Switzerland 

19th June 2010 [Saturday] 1:30pm 25 Netherlands vs Japan 

22nd June 2010 [Tuesday] 8:30pm 35 Nigeria vs Korea Republic 

25th June 2010 [Friday] 4:00pm 45 Portugal vs Brazil 

28th  June 2010 [Monday] 4:00pm 53 1E vs 2F  - (5) Round of 16 

7th July 2010 [Wednesday] 8:30pm 62 B vs D - (II) Semi -final 

 

Road closures 

Stadium surrounds and Beachfront Fan Fest 

From midnight the day before to 06h00 the 

following day of matches in Durban there will 

be a number of traffic restrictions and road 

closures around the Moses Mabhida Stadium, 

Beachfront Node and Fan Fest Zone: 

Umgeni Road: No stopping or parking. 

Sandile Thusi Road: Closed to vehicular 

traffic from Umgeni to Ruth First to cater for 

pedestrians. 

Masabalala Yengwa Avenue: The northbound 

carriageway between KE Masinga Road and 

Smiso Nkwanyana Road will be closed to 

allow for the movement of pedestrians. The 

southbound carriageway will have the 

following traffic restrictions: 

·  Smiso Nkwanyana to Isaiah 

Ntshangase Road: Restricted access 

·  Isaiah Ntshangase Road to Battery 

Beach: Closed to all traffic; pedestrian 

access only. 



·  Battery Beach to Sandile Thusi: Restricted access. 

·  Sandile Thusi to Somtseu: Access restricted to stadium shuttles only. 

·  Somtseu to KE Masinga: Open to public to allow access to the various facilities along this 

section of road. 

Isaiah Ntshangase Road: Closed to all traffic from Umgeni Road to Ruth First. 

Battery Beach: Closed to traffic from Masabalala Yengwa Ave to Suncoast Boulevard. 

Jacko Jackson: Restricted access. 

 

General Port and City Access for Citrus Transportat ion 

 

The port will be accessible throughout the event. However, operators should note the following: 

·  Inbound Fruit transport: most trucks entering the Durban port travel from the N2 southbound 

and N3 east bound, either to cold stores in the Maydon Wharf, Umbilo, Congella, Jacobs 

and Durban South areas or alternatively are directed to the FPT truckstop in Springfield Park 

(Riverhorse). General congestion is expected on the N3 due to park and ride facilities 

located 20km west on the N3 during match days. The N2 south bound is directly affected by 

airport traffic to Durban central. The airport will operate on a 24hour basis throughout the 

June and July months. Trucks entering the Durban city can expect to encounter higher 

volume of traffic until disembarking from the major national transport corridors. Trucks 

destined for the FPT terminal will undoubtedly be routed from Riverhorse along the N2 south 

bound joining the N3 eastbound to central Durban. At the intersection of Broadway trucks 

should turn right and join the Victoria Embankment to the harbour entrance. Trucks can 

expect delays entering the T-Jetty harbour entrance for the duration of the World Cup.    

·  Break-bulk transport: It can be expected that the Victoria Embankment will endure a higher 

volume of traffic and more especially on match days during which park and ride shuttle 

service will operate on this road to central Durban. Therefore congestion is expected for 

trucks travelling between cold stores and FPT terminal.  

·  Container transport: most cold stores positioned in Durban are located in areas that will most 

likely not be affected by an increase of traffic volume or road closures. The Durban container 

terminal is located on the south side of the Durban port and therefore in all likelihood may 

not be impeded. Container traffic loaded from the FPT terminal may encounter delays due to 

high traffic flows as a result of congestion on Victoria Embankment and at the harbour 

entrance due to commuters from the possibility of passenger ships berthed adjacent to FPT 

(Passenger ships apart from the previous One Ocean Club vessels ‘MS Noordam’ and ‘MS 

Westerdam’ now confirmed as cancelled).     
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Overview 

Nelson Mandela Bay football fans will be provided with safe and easily accessible, special public 

transport during the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™, in addition to the normal public transport 

currently available in the city. These additional services, which will be provided for the duration of 

the event from 11 June to 11 July 2010, have been specifically designed to cater for spectators at 

the stadium and at the Fan Fest at St George’s Park. The overlay services will include special 

shuttle services between key destinations, including the airport, stadium, and beachfront 

accommodation, intercity Transport Hub at Kings Beach, Fan Fest and park ‘n ride locations. On 

match days, extra shuttles will be provided to serve spectators travelling to and from the stadium. 

Basic services will be provided 24 hours on some routes, for example from the airport to beachfront 

accommodation, while Fan Fest services will operate from 09h00 to 01h00, depending on the 

demand. On match days, stadium services will operate approximately six hours before kick-off to 

about four hours after games end. These services to the stadium will be provided from the airport, 

Kings Beach Transport Hub, beachfront accommodation, and the park ‘n rides at the Fan Fest and 

Andrew Rabie School. These services will operate to and from the shuttle pick up and drop off 

points in Harrower Road – between Kipling and Mount Roads. Clear signage will also be provided 

for pedestrians from the stadium to the public transport loading points. The TOC will also function as 

a call centre for all transport related queries. Special park ‘n ride facilities will be provided on match 

days at Andrew Rabie School – using the M8 and M10 to the stadium, Kings Beach – using M4, M7 

and M10 northbound and at St George’s Park – using Cape Road, M4, M7 and M10 northbound. 

The Andrew Rabie School park ‘n ride, which will only operate on match days will open six hours 

before kick-off and four hours after matches end. Spectators will be transported to the stadium from 

three hours before each match. The St George’s Park park ‘n ride will offer daily routes to Kings 

Beach, beachfront hotels, the airport, as well as to the stadium on match days. 

 

 



FIFA 2010 World Cup™ Match Schedules: Port Elizabet h 

Date Time         

12 June 13:30  Korea Republic  Greece 

15 June 16:00  Côte d’Ivoire  Portugal 

18 June 13:30  Germany  Serbia 

21 June 16:00  Chile  Switzerland 

23 June 16:00  Slovenia  England 

 

Road Closures 

On match days, road closures will be implemented within a Traffic Warning 

Zone surrounding the stadium, in order to limit traffic through the area. 

There will also be an inner Traffic Free Zone around the stadium – 

including Milner Avenue and Fettes and Prince Alfred roads. Traffic control 

points will be in operation from five hours prior to kick-off to six hours after 

matches end. Only residents and businesses (including employees, 

customers and service providers), religious institutions and special FIFA 

groups will be allowed access into the Traffic Warning Zone.   

 

 

General Port and City Access for Citrus Transportat ion 

 

The port will be accessible throughout the event. However, operators should note the following: 

·  Inbound Fruit transport: most trucks entering Port Elizabeth travel from the N2 southbound 

(Sundays River / Fort Beaufort) and N2 northbound (Patensie), either to Coega Cold Store, 

PE Cold Store or FPT. General congestion is expected throughout June and July months but 

more especially on match days along the M4 (Settlers Way) leading to the port entrance, this 

may impede access to the container terminal, FPT and PECS. Roads that should be avoided 

on match days are the R102 (Cape Road), M5 and M8 and M10. Trucks travelling along 

the R335 and R336 between PE and Sundays River / Ki rkwood areas must be 

cautioned to a higher volume of buses operating bet ween PE and Addo Park.  

·  Break-bulk transport: It can be expected that trucks may be delayed on route to FPT terminal 

during the June and July months but more especially on match days. Therefore congestion 

is expected for trucks travelling between cold stores (inland) and FPT terminal.  



·  Container transport: the Port Elizabeth container terminal may be affected generally during 

the World Cup but more especially on match days. Container hauliers are cautioned to 

ensure extra vehicles are in place counteracting the delay in turnaround times. The Coega 

port may not be as affected but higher volume of traffic is expected along the N2 northbound 

due to tour buses operating from Port Elizabeth to Addo Park. Container trucks travelling 

along the R335 and R336 between PE and Sundays Rive r (Addo) / Kirkwood areas 

must be cautioned to a higher volume of buses opera ting between PE and Addo Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATCH CALENDAR (ALL HOST CITIES) 

 

For more information pertaining to this document ki ndly contact: 

·  FPEF: Sandra Baetsen – sandra@fpef.co.za  

·  CGA: Mitchell Brooke – mitchell@cga.co.za   

The information provided in this document is based on discussions with City and 
Port officials and information presently available on municipal websites. Fresh 
Produce Exporters Forum (FPEF) and Citrus Growers A ssociation of Southern 
Africa (CGA) have drafted this document in the inte rest of providing information 
to the industry ensuring minimal disruption during the FIFA Soccer World Cup ™ 
event. FPEF and CGA should not be held responsible for any misinformation or 
damages as a result of any party be affected by the  use of this information. The 
industry is encouraged to investigate constraints a nd to ensure measures are 
implemented to avoid disruption of services during the event.  


