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Justin Chadwick (1 August 2008)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: “Nobody really cares if you’re miserable, so you might as well be happy” Cynthia Nelms
NEW ON CGA WEBSITE (www.cga.co.za)
This week new on the website an article on the carbon footprint study partly funded by CGA/CRI.
CONGRATULATIONS
Neville de Klerk who has been acting General Manager: Durban Terminal for FPT has been confirmed as General Manager – this is great news and we congratulate Neville on the appointment. Alice Baxter (who has assisted in many citrus related market access issues) has been promoted to Director: Plant Health in the Dept of Agric – we look forward to continuing our good relationship.

GLOBAL CITRUS TELECONFERENCE

Last weeks global telcon linked up citrus representatives from Australia, Argentina, Peru, South Africa, USA, Egypt, Spain, France and the UK (minutes available on the CGA website). It was distressing to hear of very poor quality South African navels reaching the market. Grower returns will be impacted, and there will be follow on consequences for the Valencia trade. This year has been a difficult year (rain at the wrong time etc.). CRI have put out a Cutting Edge covering practical ways of dealing with progressive decay. Please contact CRI or CGA for a copy.
Up to week 29 total southern hemisphere citrus exports are down on 2007 by about 10% - lemons are up 25%, but oranges down 14%, soft citrus down 17% and grapefruit down 9%. Market distribution is also different form 2007 (year to date) with EU receiving 16% more and Russia (less 14%) and USA (less 38%) less. Argentina reported navels had been affected by frost; valencia’s sizing slightly larger (but volumes anticipated similar to 2007); lemons starting earlier and big volumes to begin with, but an anticipated early end to their season, with 40% less lemons processed and grapefruit down by 9%. There was a high volume of Satsuma’s but other soft citrus looks normal. Australia reported that the drought had caused losses of 15 to 20% in navels, and the impact may be larger in valencia. Mandarins were not affected by the drought, and flooding in Queensland had not impacted on the crop. Peru reported significant increases in Minneola volumes this year, and a later Satsuma crop.
Overall situation SH season: Oranges: some expected difficulties on the overlap between Navels and Valencia given the volumes shipped so far and some quality concerns which could further slow down sales (traditionally slow because of holidays, weather and summer fruit competition). Lemons: current heavy markets are expected to recover due to decrease of exports, recovery of demand and price from the industry in Argentina and lower expected crop in Turkey for interdonato. Soft citrus: markets trends were steady and it is expected to have demanding markets in September given the predicted shortage of supply during that window. 

DURBAN PORT

If you are thinking of sending fruit to Durban in the near future – DON’T. Durban port is blocked out – not only will you not find a slot for your pallets in the cold stores, but you probably won’t find a parking for your truck (with over 100 trucks jamming the truck stop). What’s surprising about this scenario is that people are surprised by it – it happens every year and no solution has been developed. Just looking at Paul Hardman’s weekly report (with figures from PPECB) would have revealed that we were heading for a problem.
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FPT have sent out a circular suggesting growers should talk with their logistics people to ensure that truck turnaround times are improved (see website). In addition CGA suggests that packhouses in the north cut back 10% on packing until the situation improves.
2008 PACKED AND SHIPPED

	To Week 30 – Million 15Kg cartons
	Packed
	Packed
	Packed
	Shipped
	Shipped
	Estimate
	Prediction

	Source : PPECB
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2007
	2008
	2008
	2008

	Grapefruit
	9.6 m
	13.1 m
	11.8 m
	12.2 m
	10.7 m
	13 m
	12.4 m

	Soft Citrus
	5.4 m
	6.1 m
	6.4 m
	5.4 m
	5.4 m
	7.4 m
	7.4 m

	Lemons
	5.8 m
	5.6 m
	8.2 m
	4.3 m
	6.6 m
	8.1 m
	8.6 m

	Navels
	14.7 m
	16.7 m
	18.5 m
	14.7 m
	16 m
	19.7 m
	18.9 m

	Valencia
	11.5 m
	12.3 m
	11.8 m
	7.8 m
	7.7 m
	41.4 m
	40.9 m

	
	47 m
	53.8 m
	56.7m
	44.5 m
	46.4 m
	89.6 m
	88.2 m



If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com
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