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                              Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely” Lord Acton
ZIMBABWE

Last week I wrote about regime change – stating that the fat lady had not yet sung. Well, either the fat lady has been throttled, or her throat has been slit!! Whatever the situation, it is farcical that the results of the election are still a mystery – lets hope sanity prevails and change  comes about without bloodshed or further misery.

THE HUMBLE LEMON COMES OF AGE
Ever heard the expression “my cars a real lemon”? This means that the car is inferior to others, and a bit of a dud. Well the humble lemon is now one of the most sought after fruit, and prices for the diminutive, yellow fruit have more than doubled over the past year. Consider the following prices achieved in wholesale markets in the UK :

	
	March 2007

(pence per Kg)
	March 2008

(pence per Kg)
	% Increase

	Spanish Lemons
	50
	122
	144%

	Turkish Lemons
	47
	103
	119%


If one includes the change in exchange rate then the rand increase from 2007 is appreciably more. Although there has been a general increase in citrus prices across all citrus types, it is the lemon that is achieving the highest price per Kg, and shown the largest increases over 2007 levels.
	
	March 2007

(pence per Kg)
	March 2008

(pence per Kg)
	% Increase

	Moroccan Oranges
	43
	48
	10%

	Spanish Oranges
	48
	60
	25%

	Turkish Minneolas
	48
	73
	52%

	Moroccan Red Grapefruit
	52
	55
	6%

	Turkish Red Grapefruit
	57
	57
	-

	Turkish White Grapefruit
	50
	60
	20%

	Spanish Clementines
	75
	90
	20%


Source: Fresh Produce Journal
SATSUMA’s
Satsuma harvesting has been progressing at full tilt over the past month. It is unfortunate that our crop is a little later than normal, as it will now arrive in the UK at the same time as the strike delayed Argentinean crop, and reports from Peru also indicate a delayed crop. Exporters report that the size and quality from the Western Cape is exceptional. In the Eastern Cape quality has also been exceptional, although sizing may be smaller than last year.
CHINA
China overtook Brazil as the largest global citrus producer in 2007/8 – producing 17.6 million tons. This surpasses log leader in the past – Brazil – who recorded 17.1 million tons. This position may be reversed in 2008/9 as severe storms are reported to have affected 1.7 million acres of citrus (687 000 hectares) in China. By way of comparison South Africa produces less than 2 million tons of citrus from 56 000 hectares.
In terms of exports, China exported 585 000 tons in 2007/8 (South Africa exported 1.3 million tons), up 17% percent. China’s new policy in terms of which all export fruit must come from registered orchards and packing houses is expected to have a negative effect on future exports. Registration requires stringent inspection and review of agro-chemical use and pest control residues.


If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com[image: image2.png]A
















