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Justin Chadwick (20 March 2008)



                              Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: "The truth will set you free, but first it will make you miserable” Jamie Buckingham
ESTIMATES OF EXPORT VOLUMES FOR 2008/9
The 2008/9 estimate has been developed by variety focus group members, and considered by the Citrus Exporters Forum (CEF). It has now been adopted as the final estimate by the Citrus Marketing Forum (CMF). It is interesting to note that the previous years actual exports weigh heavily on the present years estimate. Following a low 2006/7 export season, the estimate for 2007/8 proved to be markedly less than actual volumes exported. So there could be some downside potential to the present estimate. Notwithstanding this, this is now the only estimate, and remains unchanged for the year. During the year the focus groups will meet and they will discuss the prediction for the year, taking into account what has gone before, and what is anticipated for the balance of the season. 
GRAPEFRUIT

The estimate shows an anticipated decline in export volumes for both white and pigmented grapefruit, with the latter showing a larger decline. This is due to the heavy crop experienced in 2007 (alternate bearing) and climatic factors. The grapefruit growers and exporters asked that these figures be presented in 17Kg carton equivalents.
	
	Estimate 2007/8
	Actual 2007/8
	Diff 


	Estimate 2008/9
(17 Kg Cartons)
	Diff
	Estimate 2008/9

(15kg Cartons)

	Pigmented Grapefruit
	  7,984,228
	9,408,334
	18%
	8,319,947
	-12%
	9,429,273

	White Grapefruit
	  3,457,572
	3,478,180
	1%
	3,135,655
	-10%
	3,553,742

	Total
	11,441,800
	12,886,514
	13%
	11,455,602
	-11%
	12,983,015


ORANGES
With navels predominantly grown in the south of the country, and that area experiencing good growing conditions the estimate shows a 5% increase over the 2007/8 season. This increase is also due to recovery in regions that suffered frost in 2007. The largest volume area did suffer some hail damage, which could result in a lower export pack outs. The navel estimate has been split into volumes exported before week 29, and volumes exported after week 29. The reason for this is to show the impact of late navel plantings. These plantings have resulted in a navel export season that stretches over a far longer period than in the past – meaning that although the total navel volumes have increased, the export volumes available per week have not changed significantly.
	2007/8 Estimate
	2007/8 Act. <wk 29
	2007/8 Act. >wk29
	2007/8 Act. Total
	Diff (Est. vs. Act)
	2008/9 Est. <wk29
	2008/9 Est. >wk 29
	2008/9 Est. Total
	Diff (Est. 2008/9 vs. Act. 2007/8)

	16,850,000
	14,799,452
	3,916,068
	18,715,520
	11%
	15,652,341
	4,075,783
	19,728,124
	5%


Valencia types are grown predominantly in the north, which experienced phenomenal pack out percentages in 2007/8. It is anticipated that the percentage export pack outs will be lower in 2008/9, and the estimated export volumes are down 5% on the record 2007/8 export volumes.
	2007/8 Estimate
	2007/8 Actual
	Diff
	2008/9 Estimate
	Diff

	34,229,019
	43,523,025
	27%
	41,414,871
	-5%


LEMONS

With lemon prices at all time highs, the estimated export volumes for 2008 show an increase of 11%.
	2007/8 Estimate
	2007/8 Actual
	Diff
	2008/9 Estimate
	Diff

	7,558,224
	7,342,845
	-3%
	8,116,128
	11%


SOFT CITRUS

Soft citrus export volumes are divided between clementines, Satsuma and mandarin (being any soft citrus that is not a Satsuma or a Clementine). Overall soft citrus exports are estimated to increase by 9%, with mandarins increasing by 13% (mainly due to late mandarin plantings), clementines by 10% and Satsuma’s by 4% (2007/8 volumes were high).
	2007/8 Estimate
	2007/8  Clementine
	2007/8 Mandarin
	2007/8 Satsuma 
	2007/8 Total
	Diff
	2008/9 Clementine
	2008/9 Mandarin
	2008/9 Satsuma
	2008/9 Total
	Diff

	5,596,763
	2,722,618
	2,206,914
	1,825,957
	6,755,488
	21%
	2,987,763
	2,499,676
	1,903,906
	7,391,347
	9%


TOTAL

Total volumes for the year are estimated to be just 1% down on the record 2007/8 season at almost 90 million cartons. All these figures are expressed in 15 Kg equivalent cartons.

	
	Actual 2007/8
	Estimate 2008/9
	Difference

	Grapefruit
	14,604,727
	12,983,015
	-11%

	Lemons
	7,342,845
	8,116,128
	11%

	Soft Citrus
	6,775,488
	7,391,347
	9%

	Navels
	18,715,520
	19,728,124
	5%

	Valencia
	43,523,025
	41,414,871
	-5%

	TOTAL
	90,961,604
	89,633,485
	-1%
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