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Justin Chadwick (24 October 2008)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: “We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future” Franklin D Roosevelt
CITRUS ACADEMY

This year the Citrus Academy had over 300 applications for the bursaries that it administers (funded predominantly by the Citrus Industry Trust). This is a huge oversubscription – and shows that there are many eager, young students wanting to join our world class industry. The Citrus Academy has an objective of not only assisting students to acquire a certificate, diploma or degree; but also to develop a career. It is important therefore to select students studying towards a profession that will be useful to the industry on completion. To further strengthen the career development students are required to do vacation work with prospective employers – to see if they fit in. In addition, through programs funded by Department of Agric students can do internships with prospective employers. If you would like to be included in the Citrus Academy’s database of prospective employers contact Jacomien de Klerk (Jacomien@citrusacademy.co.za) – these students have been hand picked and monitored to be the best – so don’t delay.

2008 ESTIMATES vs ACTUAL

2007 proved to be a very difficult year with respect to estimating export volumes out of South Africa. Most citrus variety estimates were well outside the 10% variance that is considered acceptable. A lot of questions were asked regarding estimation methodology. It is most pleasing to see that the 2008 estimate has proved to be extremely close to the final export volumes (obviously some valencias still to go, but should not be significant). John Edmonds and the Variety Focus Group members must be congratulated on this exercise. Grapefruit volumes are 5% under estimate, soft citrus 10% under estimate, navels 8% over estimate and valencias almost spot on. In more detail marsh grapefruit estimates were spot on, while pigmented were 2% under; Satsuma volumes exported were 5% under estimate, clementines 3% over estimate and other mandarins 4% over estimate. Early navels were 13% over estimate and late navels 10% under estimate (week 29 being the cut off). With lemons 10% more than estimated were exported. Overall the total citrus exports will be 1% higher than the original estimate – not bad going!!!!!

BIOFUELS FROM CITRUS

Although the economics of using citrus waste to produce biodiesel (ethanol) are still being established, researchers in Florida are fairly advanced in researching the procedure for this technology. Based in Florida, the research team is looking at citrus waste to produce ethanol, with limonene (citrus oils for the cosmetic industry) and cattle feed as by products. Although the cost of the biodiesel ($2.25 -$2.40 per gallon) make it an expensive option when compared to oil based fuels, the by-products may make it viable. The Floridian citrus industry processes 90% of their citrus, resulting in 3.5 to 5 million tons of wet waste. (Source Australian Citrus Growers Magazine). The thing that excites me about this technology is that it could give some value to dropped fruit, meaning that growers may practice better orchard sanitation. CGA is doing some desk top research on the use of citrus for biofuels, should you have any information that you can share please let me know.

REGISTRATIONS

All growers exporting to the special export markets – USA, Japan, South Korea, China and EU – need to have registered with the Department of Agriculture by the end of the month (31 October 2008). All details on what needs to be completed etc are available on www.cga.co.za. 

IMPORTANT DATE

As mentioned last week, the final Citrus Marketing Forum for 2008 will take place at Infruitec, Stellenbosch on 30 October at 10h00. Please confirm your attendance to Gloria@cga.co.za. 
2008 PACKED AND SHIPPED

It seems that there is a fair amount of fruit that was packed and passed for export (according to PPECB figures), that will not be exported. From the figures below this could be as high as 400 000 cartons grapefruit, 700 000 cartons soft citrus and the same lemons, and 300 000 cartons navels. This seems fairly high – roll on EDI and increased accuracy!!

	To Week 42 – Million 15Kg cartons
	Packed
	Packed
	Packed
	Shipped
	Shipped
	Original Estimate
	Final Prediction
	Final



	Source : PPECB
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2007
	2008
	2008
	2008
	2007

	Grapefruit
	10.5 m
	14.3 m
	12.8 m
	14.3
	12.4 m
	13 m
	12.4 m
	14.6 m

	Soft Citrus
	5.9 m
	6.8 m
	7.3 m
	6.3 m
	6.5 m
	7.4 m
	6.6 m
	6.8 m

	Lemons
	7.4 m
	7.3 m
	9.6 m
	6.5 m
	8.7 m
	8.1 m
	8.9 m
	7.3 m

	Navels
	16.6 m
	18.7 m
	21.5 m
	18.7 m
	21.2 m
	19.7 m
	21.2 m
	18.7 m

	Valencia
	33.7 m
	42.9 m
	42.3 m
	38.7 m
	37.4 m
	41.4 m
	41.5 m
	43.5 m

	
	74.1 m
	90 m
	93.5 m
	84.5 m
	86.2 m
	89.6 m
	90.6 m
	90.9 m


If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com
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