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Justin Chadwick (27 June 2008)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: “For to be free is not merely to cast off ones chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhance the freedom of others” Nelson Mandela (HAPPY BIRTHDAY MADIBA).
LEVY APPLICATION PROCESS

The levy application that was supported by growers at the road shows in February and March 2008, and approved by the CGA Board, has finally been referred by the Minister of Agriculture to the NAMC for investigation. Early next week the NAMC will send out a press release in this regard, with an invitation for comments. CGA will distribute this media release as widely as possible, and will put it on the CGA website. There is a two week comment period. Those who could not attend the road shows and would like more information are welcome to contact their regional director or myself. The regional directors are as follows: Onderberg Hoppie Nel 0825707066; Letsitele Fanie Viljoen 0824164893, Pongola Antoine Rouillard 0826511378, Senwes Tini Engelbrecht 0825248925, Western Cape Gabrie van Eeden 0832698617, Swaziland Per Noddeboe 0833057865, East Cape Midlands Jock Danckwerts 0833100836, Boland George Hall 0828538000, Sundays River Valley Pieter Nortje 0825602180, Limpopo River Peter Nicholson 0833060551, Zimbabwe Chris Maggs 002634758520, Nkwaleni Shane Dellis 0832563650, Vaalharts Michael van Niekerk 0829482551, Patensie Gerhardt Uys 0829205023, Southern KZN Mike Woodburn 0823321113, Nelspruit Graham Piner 0728046495, Hoedspruit Flip Smit 0828266225, Emerging Growers South Phindi Kema 0825707736, Emerging Growers North Israel Nemaorani 0823211380.
REGISTRATION OF FOOD BUSINESS OPERATORS (FBO’s)

For some unknown reason the Department of Agriculture (DoA) is insisting that all FBO’s send in a prescribed form either confirming that their details have not changed, or showing the details that have changed. Thus all growers will have to confirm their details corresponding to their production unit codes (PUC’s) and all packhouses their packhouse codes. Information on this and the prescribed forms are available on CGA website (www.cga.co.za).  
CRI RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM AND CGA AGM

The CRI will hold its biannual citrus symposium in the Drakensberg from 4 to 6 August 2008 (more details available from Jean de Gasperi 013 759800 or jeandeg@cri.co.za). On Tuesday 5 August CGA will hold their AGM at the same venue – notices will be sent out to all growers in mid July (along with the financial statements and annual report). Growers are encouraged to attend the symposium and AGM – most of the research presented has been funded by you as growers of export citrus, and in excess of 70% of levy funds go towards the research and development, and market access functions that are covered at the symposium. I can assure you that you will find something of value at the symposium.
CAUTIONARY NORTHERN EUROPE
Both the valencia and navel focus groups have asked that a cautionary be distributed to growers and export agents with regard to the volumes shipped to northern Europe. The volumes to date have been far in excess of previous years, and could put the market under pressure. The figures to date are as follows: 2007 navels 19%; valencia 18%; 2008 navels 27%, valencia 48%. Growers are reminded that they should assess the risk, and should insist on a price guarantee if they are concerned. Although other markets have not been returning as well as northern Europe (to date), they are fairly undersupplied, and may prove to be more profitable if the northern European market starts discounting due to the larger volumes. Soft citrus and lemon growers should also take note, as their shipments to northern Europe have also increased. The Russian market has also been well supplied with grapefruit (2007-4%; 2008-9%) and soft citrus (2007-6%; 2008-11%), and must be watched for any signs of oversupply.
2008 PACKED AND SHIPPED
Lemons continue to be packed and shipped at a rate higher than the previous 3 years. Lemon focus group still maintain the estimate at 8.1 m cartons as they say the third pick will not eventuate. The grapefruit estimate stands at 13 m cartons – with almost 10 m packed the grapefruit focus group has reduced the estimate by 4% to 12.5 m. The soft citrus estimate at 7.4 m remains unchanged.
	 To Week 24 – Million 15Kg cartons
	Packed
	
	
	
	Shipped
	
	

	Source : PPECB
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Grapefruit
	13.1 m
	7.8 m
	10.2 m
	9.6 m
	5.9 m
	8.6 m
	7.5 m

	Soft Citrus
	4.9 m
	4.7 m
	5.1 m
	5.3 m
	3.8 m
	4 m
	3.9 m

	Lemons
	4.8 m
	3.9 m
	3.7 m
	6 m
	2.7 m
	3 m
	4.9 m

	Navels
	
	9.5 m
	10.3 m
	11 m
	
	6.7 m
	7.1 m

	Valencia
	
	2.8 m
	3 m
	2.5 m
	
	1.1 m
	0.8 m

	TOTAL
	36.5 m
	28.3 m
	32.3 m
	34.4 m
	19.2 m
	23.4 m
	24.2 m



If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com
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