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                              Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: "Tough time’s never last, tough people do” Robert Schuller

ZIMBABWE

Although the fat lady has not yet sung, it would seem that regime change in Zimbabwe is a reality; and not a moment too soon. The international community should feel ashamed for allowing a once vibrant, proud country to disintegrate into a shambles and the butt of many a joke. In the late 1990’s Zimbabwe was exporting over three million cartons of citrus, and prospects were that this would double by 2000. Then came the land invasions and chaos – and the central citrus exporting regions exports dropped to less than 100 000 cartons. Even through these times some stalwarts of the citrus industry have continued to maintain the orchards and keep the infrastructure intact. Somehow the citrus growers in the south (around Beit Bridge) survived and continued to export. These are tough people indeed. So the scene is set for a revival of Zimbabwe, coupled with a revival of the Zimbabwean citrus industry. Through the hard work of those who have remained in the industry, pests and diseases have been kept at bay and the basic infrastructure is in place from which to launch the revival.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE CITRUS WORLD
Argentina
The Argentineans must be pulling their hair out as strikes disrupt their ability to export citrus. This at a time when lemon prices are reaching unprecedented levels. Argentina is second only to Spain in terms of lemon export volumes, and these must be extremely frustrating times for those wanting to cash in on these high prices. A press release dated 31/3/2008 stated that harvest and export of lemons had been stopped.
Australian Crop
Queensland mandarins are back on track after the disruptions caused by citrus canker. Production will be 30% higher than in 2007. The news is not so good for the southern orange growing regions. Continuing drought means that production will be down – most significantly in late navels where initial estimates are 30 to 40% down on last season. The problems are exacerbated by a strong Australian dollar. On the positive side there have been improvements in the quarantine protocol to Japan, and some new opportunities in South Korea and China.

Australia – Queensland Fruit Fly

South Australia’s horticultural industry is being threatened by the worst outbreak of Queensland fruit fly in years. This is despite the release of millions of sterile fruit flies. 

US: Orange exports are up 23% so far
There has been strong demand for US citrus – sales to Canada have increased by 9%, while exports to Asian markets have increased sharply, including a 38% rise in sales to Japan. In addition exports to South Korea increased by 24%, Hong Kong by 18% and China by 15%. This is a strong recovery from the freeze reduced crop last season. However, the increase in volumes has resulted in lower prices being achieved – January prices were 34% lower than last year, and February year-on-year prices dropped by 66%. This must be put into context – the freeze-reduced crop achieved excellent prices. 
Exporters supplying traditional US markets will need to take these factors into account as the South African season begins.

US: Grapefruit to Poland
The EU is a top destination for US grapefruit, importing $50.6 million in 2007. Poland is a new destination for Florida grapefruit, and is consuming more than trade data reflects due to the borderless movement of products throughout the Union. Wage rates in Poland are increasing at 18% annually and the economy is growing at 6% annually. Perhaps some opportunities for South African citrus?
China – Blizzard

Many orange farmers in Guangdong province lost their livelihood due to a blizzard that seized China in January. The regions agriculture and livestock industries have suffered a loss estimated at R3.3 billion. 

If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com[image: image2.png]A
















