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Justin Chadwick (5 September 2008)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: “Never mistake motion for action” Ernest Hemmingway
FOOD SAFETY

If you google the words TOXIC TOOTHPASTE you will get 625 000 hits. If you open many of these you will read about the number of potentially lethal ingredients in toothpaste. It’s enough for you to have smelly breath for the rest of your life – but does it make us stop brushing our teeth? I hope not! Should it stop us from brushing our teeth? Definitely not! Because the point is that you would have to eat many tubes of toothpaste before any of these ingredients had an effect on your health. And this is exactly the same message that we have been trying to get consumers, retailers and NGO’s to understand. Hopefully they all brush their teeth!! The point is that maximum residue levels (MRL’s) are set at a level that will not cause any health problems even to the most vulnerable sectors of our community (infants and the elderly). They would need to eat loads of fresh produce before they felt a little queasy, and they are as unlikely to do that as they are to eat many tubes of toothpaste. So to arbitrarily set requirements at less than the MRL makes no sense – it is not going to make food any safer – unless some fool follows up his first course of 5 tubes of toothpaste with a dessert of 30 kilograms of fresh produce – all in one sitting. The environmental consequences of demanding arbitrary cuts in plant protection product (PPP) usage can be extreme – more of an alternative PPP may have to be used, or pests and diseases could build up resistance leading to lower yields and more expensive food. So if NGO’s really want to save the world (a most noble conquest) they should be assisting in making sure that MRL’s are appropriate – and then directing their wrath at those who exceed the MRL.

Last week Vaughan Hattingh and Paul Hardman undertook their annual visit to UK retailers to discuss food safety issues, and the South African response to consumer requirements in this regard. It is extremely important that retailers are exposed to the realities behind the usage of PPP’s, and why they need to support a technical response to food safety concerns. During this visit Vaughan and Paul also managed to get to Germany and address interested parties on food safety issues. Thanks to Vaughan and Paul for taking time away from their families in order to make our voice heard.

STANDARDS

If you go into our local greengrocer you get a free pocket of oranges for every R50 you spend. This is fairly depressing – is our product worth so little on the local market?  Admittedly the fruit is extremely small and one is happy that it did not end up on the export market, but surely the image of oranges is negatively impacted by this? South Africa has had local market standards for citrus for some time – but they have never really been implemented. At the standards work group meetings this week the issue of local market standards was discussed in some detail – and proposals have been drawn up that will be distributed to industry for discussion. For the industry it is important that the local market is developed, as this gives a choice when export markets come under big pressure. As it stands at the moment exporters would rather export even if it gives a small margin, as local market returns are so poor. It can be argued that one of the reasons for the poor local market returns is the variable (and sometimes downright poor) quality that we put onto the market. I believe we should embrace the revision of local market standards, and make them work in the best interests of the grower and the consumer.

I would like to thank all those who gave of their time to attend the standards workshop – in particular the chairmen of the five variety focus groups, variety focus group members , export agents (Dole, Capespan, Lona, Katope, Unifrutti, Freshworld, Colors), PPECB and CRI. The results of these discussions will be sent to industry, and finally presented to DoA for gazetting at a workshop in early November.

IMPORTANT DATES

Please diarise 16 September for the Annual Coordinating meeting convened by Dept of Agriculture in Stellenbosch (details on website). This is an opportunity to share experiences, frustrations and appreciation with DoA in terms of the 2008 season, and to plan ahead to make 2009 even better.

2008 PACKED AND SHIPPED

	To Week 35 – Million 15Kg cartons
	Packed
	Packed
	Packed
	Shipped
	Shipped
	Original Estimate
	Final Prediction
	Final



	Source : PPECB
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2007
	2008
	2008
	2008
	2007

	Grapefruit
	10.3 m
	14.1 m
	12.7 m
	13.9 m
	12.2 m
	13 m
	12.7 m
	14.6 m

	Soft Citrus
	5.8 m
	6.7 m
	7.2 m
	6.1 m
	6.3 m
	7.4 m
	7.4 m
	6.8 m

	Lemons
	6.9 m
	6.7 m
	9.2 m
	5.8 m
	8.1 m
	8.1 m
	9.2 m
	7.3 m

	Navels
	16.5 m
	18.6 m
	21.4 m
	18.1 m
	20.3 m
	19.7 m
	21.4 m
	18.7 m

	Valencia
	21.9 m
	28.3 m
	29.4 m
	20.4 m
	21.1 m
	41.4 m
	39.8 m
	43.5 m

	
	61.4 m
	74.4 m
	79.9 m
	64.3 m
	68 m
	89.6 m
	90.5 m
	90.9 m



If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com
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