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Justin Chadwick (5 June 2008)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: "When in charge, ponder. When in doubt, mumble. When in trouble, delegate.” Anon

SPAIN CONTINUED

As explained last week, Vaughan and I have been in Spain visiting various members of the Spanish citrus industry. At the beginning of this week we visited the industry in Seville and Huelva (in the south of Spain just across the border from Portugal). This is the newest area for citrus in Spain, and is vastly different from the region around Valencia, Murcia and Alicante. Citrus estates are larger, and there is a great interest in new varieties and technologies. There are new packhouses with newer technology. It was interesting to note the close relationship that many South Africans have with members of the Spanish citrus industry – it is obvious that these South Africans are well regarded and looked upon as friends. This made the job of developing relationships a lot easier. What seems evident is that the citrus industry in this part of Spain is set to continue expanding in the future – there are many new orchards, mostly soft citrus and oranges. This is in contrast to the Valencia area, where citrus orchards are being removed for building developments and golf courses. The trend will be an increase in volumes out of Andalucia (Huelva, Seville), and decreasing volumes from the Valencia area. 

As was the case in other areas of Spain, growers in Andalucia are concerned about the presence of pests and diseases in imported citrus from South Africa. Following the relatively high incidences of interceptions in 2007, European phytosanitary authorities are going to be focusing on citrus from South Africa in 2008, and in parts of Spain secondary inspections by local authorities will place South African citrus under further scrutiny. 

RESIDUES IN RUSSIA

The EU has been in protracted discussions with Russian authorities regarding new requirements and regulations with regard to residue levels on fresh produce imported into Russia. Earlier this year there were a number of incidences of produce from the EU into Russia being rejected due to residue issues. At the FRESH conference in Antwerp last week a session devoted to the Russian market revealed that many Russian importers were not aware of the new Russian regulatory measures. Just last week Turkish produce (including lemons) was rejected in Russia. South African exporters with produce destined for Russia must ensure that they are familiar with the Russian requirements.

ONLY IN AMERICA

A recent memo circulated to government departments in America states that the administration “has placed a moratorium on all proposed federal regulations until the end of the current administration to resist the historical tendency of administrations to increase regulatory activity in their final months”. This means that the new access applications will be stalled. On the other side of the coin it will also mean delays in access processes for Uruguay, Chile (navels) and Argentina.

2008 PACKED AND SHIPPED

Grapefruit exports to northern Europe remain high at 43% (2007 41%), while the Russian market at 12% (2007 4%) has gained at the expense of Japan at 22% (2007 31%). The UK at 7% (2007 8%) and Med at 10% (2007 9%) are similar to the previous season. In the lemon market northern Europe 24% (2007 5%), UK 14% (2007 6%) and to some extent Russia 7% (2007 5%) have gained at the expense of the Middle East 36% (2007 56%) and Far East 9% (2007 17%). 

Satsuma’s have ended at around 1.8 m cartons – round 100 000 cartons short of the initial estimate. To date 1.9 m cartons of clementines have been packed. 

Although the lemon packed figure is well ahead of previous years, the lemon focus group has confirmed the initial estimate still holds (at 8.1 m cartons), as there is a feeling that the season could end early and that the third pick may not materialize. 

	To Week 22 – Million 15Kg cartons
	Packed
	
	
	Shipped
	

	Source : PPECB
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2007
	2008

	Grapefruit
	5.6 m
	7.2 m
	7.1 m
	5 m
	4 m

	Soft Citrus
	3.6 m
	4 m
	3.9 m
	2.8 m
	2.5 m

	Lemons
	2.8 m
	3 m
	4.7 m
	2.2 m
	3.3 m

	Navels
	4.7 m
	5.1 m
	4.8 m
	2.4 m
	2 m

	Valencia
	0.5 m
	0.5 m
	0.4 m
	0.05 m
	0.08 m

	TOTAL
	17.2 m
	19.8 m
	20.9 m
	12.45 m
	11.88 m



If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com
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