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Justin Chadwick (7 March 2008)



                              Citrus Growers Association (CGA)

QUOTE OF THE DAY: "Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest” Mark Twain
GROWER ROADSHOWS

Flying into Upington airport one is struck by the huge differences in our citrus growing regions. Looking down from the plane one could see bare earth and rocks stretching to the horizon. Just a week ago I was in Thoyandou in an area where if a seed fell on the earth, it would spring to life – such is the richness of the soil and abundance of heat and moisture. And this is one of the reasons why the South African citrus industry is globally competitive – we can supply a wide range of different citrus cultivars spread over a large part of the year. This means that all areas are interconnected in some way – and feed on one another. It also means that a weather event in one region will not impact on the whole South African export campaign – as another region can pick up the shortfall.

The overwhelming support for the activities of the CGA illustrates that the vast majority of growers recognise the bigger picture – they can see the benefits that they get, while also recognising that benefits to other regions also indirectly benefit them. There are always some growers who are not entirely convinced, although we would want 100% grower support we do recognise that there will always be those who are not entirely content. From the recent road shows it is obvious that these few growers form a small percentage of export volumes. This is not to say that they should be ignored – their questions spur us on to do even better and hopefully win over the doubtful over time.

Coming back to the Northern Cape meeting in Kakamas – what a pleasure it was to see so many growers attend. Although this area is probably the smallest citrus growing area in terms of volumes, the prospect of access to the USA makes it an exciting growing area for the future. 

GRAPEFRUIT TO JAPAN

The grapefruit growers and Japan exporters have met twice over the past two weeks to plan for the season ahead. Last year was a particularly good year for grapefruit in Japan, and it is important that the lessons learnt be taken forward to result in an even better 2008 season. I believe that the coordination role played by Chris Chance and Per Knudsen played a big part in the past two years successful campaigns. For growers to have their own representative feeding back information from the market is really important – the success of the US campaign is further proof of this. The information supplied by Chris allows all role-players to make informed decisions based on factual information. Exporters to Japan should also study the promotion research done by Promar – paying particular attention to the recommendations made.

CGA LEVY FUNDED WORKSHOPS

Some people in the citrus industry have commented that we do not do enough to publicise what is achieved with the statutory levy administered by CGA. We will definitely try and put that right. All work carried out by the Citrus Research International (CRI) and Citrus Academy is funded by the growers levy. In essence if you did not have a CGA levy you would not have a CRI or Citrus Academy – and you would have no information to present at workshops, and nobody to convene them.

During February the CRI organized five packhouse meetings – in Limpopo, Mpumalanga, KZN/Swaziland, and the Eastern and Western Cape. Feedback is that the meetings were well attended and that the presentations contained essential information and good discussions ensued. Hannes Bester and his team must be congratulated on putting this important initiative together.

Also in February the Citrus Academy held its first capacity building workshop – aimed at building capacity within those transferring skills and knowledge in the citrus industry. Evaluation forms completed by attendants indicate that the workshop was valuable. Jacomien de Klerk must be congratulated on this initiative.

MEETING DATES

Next week the Citrus Marketing Forum meeting will take place on 12 March at 10h00 at O R Tambo Airport Convention Centre. The day before (11th) the Variety Focus Groups will convene. I see also that the Citrus Exporters Forum (CEF) will meet on the 10th. These are important meetings as we plan ahead for the 2008 season.

While talking about dates I would urge all growers to diarise the 3 to 6 August – this is when the Citrus Research Symposium will be held at Champagne Sports Resort in the Kwa Zulu Natal Drakensberg. I may be biased, but I cannot think of a more beautiful setting for a conference. So bring your spouse and treat yourself to three days of excellence – excellent information from the presenters from CRI and excellent surroundings.


If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com. [image: image2.png]A
















