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Justin Chadwick (8 August 2008)



                                     Citrus Growers Association (CGA)
QUOTE OF THE DAY: “Integrated pest management is the science of using less and less to control more and more, until you can eventually control everything with nothing” Kobus de Kok
CITRUS RESEARCH
Three days – two Board Meetings (CRI and CGA), 5 AGM’s (CGA, CRI, CRT, River Bioscience, Citrus Academy), 70 papers presented and one gala dinner; sound like something out of the TV reality show Survivor. Although this has been a hectic week it has been a fantastic opportunity to appreciate how far the citrus industry has progressed since deregulation, and specifically in the field of research. Guest speakers from Spain (number 1 global exporter), and America (number 3) both said that our research is special and unique. These comments are coming from countries where research expenditure is at least ten times greater than ours, and where government funds most of the research. What is so special about our research system is that it is good for both researchers and growers. It’s good for the growers because the research is relevant and leads to results that can be applied in the orchards or supply chain. As an example – there is research that stimulates nematode eggs to hatch; why is that important? Well if you are applying nematicides wouldn’t you want all your nematodes out of their eggs so that you can kill as many as possible with as few sprays as possible? Then there is fantastic work on good nematodes that attack citrus pests (such as FCM). But you need to ensure that this technology fits in with nematacide applications so that they can both do their work. It’s good for researchers because they are part of the industry and see their results being applied and get feedback on how it’s going – I noticed in Spain how the researchers were so keen to talk to Vaughan and I about their research, and how they hanker after a closer relationship with their industry. 
For those who think that citrus researchers are a staid conservative bunch, you should have been at the Gala Dinner. Spontaneous dancing broke out throughout the venue as Mick Jagger, Austin Powers and others bashed out their music. It was a true celebration of what has been achieved by the research fraternity, and led to a fairly subdued audience on the last day. The scientific committee (Vaughan Hattingh, Tim Grout, Paul Fourie and Stephan Verreynne) and the organizing committee (Hennie Le Roux, Henry Skinner and Jean De Gasperi) must be congratulated on an AWESOME event thoroughly enjoyed by the over 420 delegates present. 
The timing of the symposium has always been a difficult decision to make. Some growers are unable to attend as they are fully into packing and just cannot leave their farms. On the other hand the timing is good in that “hot of the press” research results can be applied in the orchards in preparation for the new season, and therefore technical personnel, consultants and extension officers find the timing suitable. In addition it is just before the next research setting process, and allows discussion on what is needed in the following year. A possible solution is for growers to attend the study group meetings organized by Hannes and Hennie post the symposium. At these meetings Hannes and Hennie distil out the most important, grower relevant information, strip out all the long Latin words and complicated DNA profiles, and get to the heart of what is important for the grower. As soon as I have them at hand I will send out the dates of these workshops – and I would urge all growers to attend. You will be amazed at how much work is being done with your levy money. 
I would also like to thank the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) for their funding which enabled the Citrus Academy to send a number of students to the symposium. They stood out in their T Shirts with “We are the Future” emblazoned on the front. Thanks must also go out to the sponsors of the symposium – and in particular Bayer (diamond sponsor) and SAPPI (platinum sponsor).
Japan Coordination Effort
While on thanking people – I have been asked by the Grapefruit Focus Group to thank Fresh Produce Terminals (FPT) for their generous grant towards the Japan coordination effort. I think all those involved in the Japanese program will agree that the work of Chris Chance and Per Knudsen has added value for all, and this contribution coupled with the funds contributed by Citrus Exporters Forum members and grapefruit and lemon growers is important in ensuring that these services continue to be delivered. 
IMPORTANT DATES

On Tuesday next week (12 August) the CMF will meet at OR Tambo Conference Centre at 10h00 (See website).
As we head towards the end of the season industry role-players are asked to take note of the following important meetings. From 2 to 4 September the annual standards workshops will be held. Growers are normally represented through their variety focus group members, but it is open to any grower who would like to attend. The meetings will be held at OR Tambo Airport Conference Centre – additional details on the CGA website. In addition to DoA minimum standards (as regulated by the Agricultural Products Standards Act), this year we will also focus on local market standards, organic standards and European standards (UNECE and OECD)
On 16 September the Annual Coordinating meeting convened by DoA will take place in Stellenbosch (details on website). This has been scheduled to tie in with the AllFRESH conference taking place in Cape Town over the same week. At this meeting industry and government have the opportunity to jointly assess the 2008 season, and plan ahead for the 2009 season.
2008 PACKED AND SHIPPED

	To Week 31 – Million 15Kg cartons
	Packed
	Packed
	Packed
	Shipped
	Shipped
	Final Estimate
	Final Prediction

	Source : PPECB
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2007
	2008
	2008
	2008

	Grapefruit
	9.8 m
	13.4 m
	12.2 m
	12.5 m
	11.3 m
	13 m
	12.4 m

	Soft Citrus
	5.5 m
	6.3 m
	6.6 m
	5.6 m
	5.6 m
	7.4 m
	7.4 m

	Lemons
	6.1 m
	5.9 m
	8.5 m
	4.7 m
	7 m
	8.1 m
	8.6 m

	Navels
	15.3 m
	17.4 m
	19.3 m
	15.8 m
	16.9 m
	19.7 m
	18.9 m

	Valencia
	13.5 m
	15 m
	14 m
	9.4 m
	9.7 m
	41.4 m
	40.9 m

	
	50.2 m
	62 m
	60.6 m
	47 m
	50.5 m
	89.6 m
	88.2 m


If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or justchad@iafrica.com
YOUR LEVY WORKING FOR YOU – GROWER LEVIES ARE USED TO FUND THE ACTIVITIES OF CGA[image: image2.png]A
















