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27th February 2008 
Potential Future Changes to the EU Methomyl (Lannate) MRL

Dear Citrus Growers

While concluding the 2008 Tesco Plant Protection Products Lists (PPPL) for citrus with AUDAX, CGA became aware that the future status of the EU Methomyl MRL would soon be under consideration by the EU authorities.
Direct contact with the UK Pesticide Safety Directorate and the EU Rapporteur for Methomyl indicated that the EU MRL for Methomyl will not change before the effective date for all EU MRLs to be harmonized under EU MRL legislation (396/2005/EC), which is now expected to be no sooner than September 2008. 
Therefore the current EU Harmonized MRL for Methomyl will remain until September 2008 at least, and the General Export Tolerance of 0.2 mg/kg in the Recommended Usage Restrictions (RUR) document remains applicable until then. The corresponding usage restriction is “28d PHI for all registered usages”.
Once 396/2005/EC has been implemented (anticipated September 2008), and the EU Rapporteur has considered the new proposed Methomyl data, the MRL might well be revised. Given the uncertainty about the outcome of this evaluation a conservative expectation about the future MRL is appropriate (0.01mg/kg), and especially since the new MRL may become applicable while the tail end of 2008 southern African orange exports are still on the EU market.
Given this situation, the Methomyl usage restrictions in the RUR will be amended as follows:

· For citrus fruit expected to be sold out of the EU market by 1st September 2008: “28d PHI for all registered usages”.

· For citrus fruit expected to be on the EU market after 1st September 2008: “Not later than 100% petal fall”.

To address the problem of orchards that have already been sprayed with Methomyl, CGA and CRI are setting up trials to determine the residue breakdown of Methomyl on citrus. This research will hopefully provide the scientific evidence to show a shorter pre-harvest interval may be applied in order to comply with a 0.01mg/kg MRL. The results of this research will only be available much later in 2008, but hopefully before August 2008.
Methomyl use was restricted by AUDAX within the latest release of the PPPL and Methomyl placed into the RED category within the RAG report. CGA are corresponding with AUDAX and will submit a formal Challenge regarding the inclusion of Methomyl on the RED list, given the strategic importance of this product within an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programme for Red Scale and Mealybug. There is an understanding of the implications of removing Methomyl from the pest control programmes, and every effort is being made to re-introduce appropriate uses.

Kind regards

Paul Hardman

CGA
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