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Pakistan Kinnow season about to start.

The Pakistan kinnow season is almost ready to start. The expected total harvest wil be about 30% less compared to last year.  Actual local prices in Pakistan are much higher compare to previous season while Iran has become one of the mail clilents for Pakistan kinnow. However being the cheapest variety of mandarin, Russian importers preferred to import Pakistan compare to Turkish, Morocan and Spanish 

[FreshPlaza ]
Are Belgian and Russian relations cooling down? 

Belgian exporters report that, as times are getting tougher, their relationship with Russian importers, usually a very close one (a Belgian exporter admits to doing more than 80% of their transactions with Eastern Europe, and especially Russia) is getting very complicated! As reported by our Fructidor representative currently in Turkey, the Russian demand for fruit and vegetables is ever-increasing, but due to financial hard times and cashflow problems in Russia, the bills seem to take a little longer than usual to be paid. Behind closed doors, the sales director of a major Belgian apple and pear exporter admitted that he hopes only one thing: that Russian banks will keep insuring their importers throughout this crisis, or the outcome may be disastrous!

[FreshPlaza]
Australian oranges on an upward curve 
The 2009/10 Australian orange campaign will see production rise and exports lean back towards the US market .
Total orange production in Australia is expected to increase to 480 tonnes during the 2009/10 season, significantly up on the estimated final yield of 440 tonnes for the previous year. 

That is the verdict of a new GAIN report from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), which cites a return to average weather conditions coupled with improved supplies of irrigation water as reasons for the improved crop size. 

Exports during 2009/10 are expected to increase to 130 tonnes, the USDA said, up from the previous season's estimated total of 113 tonnes. 

During 2008/09, Hong Kong surpassed the US as the largest importer of Australian oranges (on a year-ending August basis), with the relative strengthening of the Australian dollar in relation to the US dollar. However, the recent devaluation of the Australian dollar is likely to see a shift back towards the US market in 2009/10, the USDA said. 

 [Fruitnet]
Australian Citrus board unfazed by US-Chilean plans

The South Australian Citrus Board says it is undeterred by a looming decision by the United States Government to allow imports of Chilean oranges. America is one of the most important overseas markets for Australian citrus. But the navel and valencia exports could be at risk if the US Government goes ahead with a plan to allow more Chilean citrus into its market.

Kym Thiel from the South Australian Citrus Board says it is hard to know at the moment what effect that could have on Australian producers. "Any competition obviously will affect Australia but in the past we've been able to work with those other nations." A recent assessment found Chilean citrus does not pose a pest risk in the United States and Chilean oranges and grapefruit are expected on American shelves next year.

[www.abc.net.au ]
US: Aid Slated To Kill Citrus Pest

EAST COUNTY (November 22, 2008) Sign On San Diego – The federal government is giving the state $5.8 million to help fight the spread of the Asian citrus psyllid in California, U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer said yesterday. 

[Ultimatecitrus.com]
Italy: strong decrease in the orange harvest 2008/09

According to the forecasts of the statistical institute Ismea, Italian orange production for the actual season 2008/09 will amount 1,693,000 MT, with a strong decrease of -33% in comparison to the last season (-29% with regard to the average production of the last three campaigns). This reduction, has been caused by some spring frosts in all the main Italian producing regions. 
Clementine production is also predicted with a -13% year-to-year decrease in the actual 2008/09 campaign (560,000 MT of total volume) but with a general result on the last three seasons which appears to be better (+4%) if compared to the orange production.

Italian export of oranges will decrease -18%, also due to an increase in the Spanish production (predicted at 3.3 mln MT, with a 23% increase in comparison to the last season).

[FreshPlaza]

If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, please contact us at 031 7652514, or johne@cga.co.za
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