CITRUS GROWERS ASSOCIATION of SOUTHERN AFRICA

Suite 15, Marwick Centre, 30 Old Main Road, Hillcrest

P.O. Box 461, Hillcrest 3650

Tel: 031-7652514/Fax: 031-7658029

Reg. No. 2000/010147/081

12th March 2001

The Honourable Minister Didiza,

Minister for Agriculture and Land Affairs,

CAPE TOWN

Dear Minister,


The Citrus Growers Association of Southern Africa (CGA) made application for the imposition of statutory research levies during September 2000.  Since then the application has been through the process of consideration by the NAMC and Parliamentary Portfolio Committees.  We understand that these advisary bodies have recommended approval of the statutory measures.

The majority of citrus research is conducted by the Outspan Citrus Centre in Nelspruit – presently funded by Capespan.  Should the CGA be unsuccessful in its application then funding for this research institution will cease.  Capespan had set a deadline for 31 December 2000 after which their funding would end – they have continued sharing the funding with the CGA awaiting your final decision.

The CGA needs to know the outcome of its application as the present research capacity is about to be terminated.  This seriously threatens the future of agriculture’s highest export earning commodity.

Yours faithfully,

JUSTIN CHADWICK

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

c.c. to G Rathogwa

