CITRUS GROWERS ASSOCIATION of SOUTHERN AFRICA

Marwick House, 30 Old Main Road, Hillcrest

P.O. Box 461, Hillcrest 3650

Tel: 031-7652514/Fax: 031-7658029

Cell no:  083-654-9591

14th September 2000

The Minister for Agriculture & Land Affairs,

Private Bag X250,

PRETORIA

0001

Honourable Minister,

APPLICATION FOR STATUTORY MEASURES – FRESH CITRUS FRUIT

The Citrus Growers Association (CGA) representing the producer sector of the citrus industry, wishes to lodge an application for the following statutory measures in terms of section 10 of the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act (Act 47 of 1996):

a)
Introduction of statutory levies in terms of section 15 of the Act

b)
Keeping of records and returns in terms of section 18, and

c)
Registration of persons in terms of section 19.

Applicant

The CGA represents South African producers of fresh citrus fruit for export.  All citrus growing regions have representation on the Board of Directors of the CGA.  In addition, the CGA has built close relationships with other bodies in the citrus industry, such as the Fresh Produce Exporters Forum, S.A. Citrus Nurserymens’ Association, PPECB and the National Department of Agriculture.

Purpose and Aims

Through well directed research access into the world’s most lucrative citrus markets has been gained and maintained. This research capacity is under threat through lack of funding.  The CGA has taken responsibility for industry research into the future.  Experience has shown that statutory measures are necessary to provide sustainable funding for this research capacity.  The purpose and aims of these measures are to compel the parties set out below and in the attached detailed submission, to register with the CGA to ensure:

· The payment of levies for the funding and provision of production research and development, plant improvement, information and statistics, market access functions to maintain current and develop new export markets.

· The availability of continuous, timeous and accurate information relating to the products as indicated, to all role players in the industry deemed to be essential to ensure informed decision making and a stable and profitable industry.

Products to which Measures will Apply
· Fresh citrus fruit intended for export

Persons to whom Measures will Apply

· Producers of fresh citrus fruit intended for export

· Exporters and exporting agents of  fresh citrus fruit

Objectives of the Act
It is submitted that the proposed statutory measures will materially further the objectives of the Act (section 2), will not prejudice such objectives, food security or fair labour practice, whilst substantially supporting industry stability, foreign earnings and the maintenance of the number of employment opportunities which will benefit the community at large. The requested levy rates are well below the maximum of 5% of the price of the products at first point of sale as prescribed by the Act.

Implementation
A  detailed submission motivating an effective implementation date of 1 April 201, is attached.  The CGA has conducted information workshops in all citrus growing regions, all of which expressed support for the statutory measure.  In addition, a referendum conducted through the country resulted in 98,7% of respondents (by volume) opting for statutory levies.  On the strength of this support for the measure, the CGA is now making the attached submission.

At present the citrus research capacity is under threat.

It would be appreciated if you could authorise the start of the process for implementation of this measure.

Yours sincerely,

JUSTIN CHADWICK

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

